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Challeng: 
Violence 
Against Women 


A recent headline in the Berkshire 
Eagle reads, “Pittsfield Crime Rate 
rops", . . BUT, according to the 
article, there is an 11% jump in 
"Rapes were higher 
Tast year than in the past four 
years", the article continues. 
Battering of women has also increased. 

This fall once again, Berkshire 
County women will be protesting vio- 
Tence against women at the fourth 
Take Back the Night in downtown 


violent crime. 


Pittsfield. 
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By Ellen LaMonte 


Organized by Women Against Violence, 
Take Back the Night is set for 


Friday evening, September 20. 


The 


rally begins at 7 pm at the Berkshire 


Arts for Strengih 


“Arts for Strength" is a benefit 
performance/celebration to be held 
Sunday, September 22, 2 pm at the 
Northampton Center for the Arts. 
Several highly skilled local women 
will be donating their time and talent 
to perform at this event. All monies 
raised will be used to make possible 
the continuation of free self-defense 
classes offered by Valley Women's 
Martial Arts, Inc. for area women 
and children who would not otherwise 
have access to self-defense training. 


Last year this program was supported 
by the Massachusetts Department of 
Health in Boston, but due to lack of 
funds, the grant was not extended to 
1985. Valley Women's Martial Arts 
has received excellent feedback from 
last year's participants, arid as we 
all know, the need for such 4 program 
continues to exist. 

The celebration will include a wide 
range of local women's talent, ‘featuring 
theater pieces, martial arts demon- 
strations, African dance, folk music, 


County Courthouse on Park Square 
(the rotary in the center of town). 

From there a women's candlelight 
march will proceed through the 
eastern portion of Pittsfield past 
bars, churches, video arcades and 
fast food joints. 

The mile-and-a-half route is both 
wheelchair and stroller accessible. 
We'll continue back at the court- 
house with a closing rally. Men 
who would like to show their support 
are welcome to attend the rally. 

The '85 Take Back the Night will 
focus on the many forms of violence 
in women's lives and the connections 
between them -~ battering, militarism, 
sexual assault, economic violence, 
street harassment, violent pornography, 
sexual harassment in the workplace. 
All the speeches will be signed for 
the hearing impaired. 

Dark blue on Tight blue t-shirts 
will be sold for $6.00 at the rally, 
and in advance at many sites through- 
out the Berkshires. In Northampton 
they'1] be available at the Northampton 
Food Coop. 


and percussion performances. The list 
of participating artists includes 
Laura Beer, Laurie Benjamin, Iris 
Bloom, Bev Cessario, Catherine D'Amato, 
Terry Dame, Liz Foley, Andrea Hairston, 
Ariel Hall, Katie Hogan, Jody Lester, 
Emma Missouri, Liz Tiley, and Valley 
Women's Martial Arts. The performance 
is expected to last for two hours. 
Since seating at the Northampton 
Center for the Arts is limited to 270, 
ticket prices have been set at $8-25 
with half-price for people ages 16 
and under or 60 and over. You are 
encouraged to contribute as much as 
you can afford to help sponsor these 
free self-defense classes and also 
to help increase awareness of the 
need for these classes. All ticket 
donations are tax-deductible. 
Tickets are available at: Every- 
woman's Center, UMASS; Food for 


Peacekeepers are being organized 
by Wildwomensports, with a training 
day scheduled for Sunday, September 8 
in Stockbridge. Sandra Boston wil} 
present a pragmatic hands-on approach 
to non-violent communication for 
women interested in betng peacekeepers. 
Call Eleanor at 298-3384 for details. 

Last year, five hundred people 
heard Sonia Johnson say on the steps 
of the Berkshire County Courthouse, 
"Tf we can't learn to stop rape... 
just rape, garden variety, generic 
rape, rape in the streets of Pitts- 
field, Massachusetts -- if we can't 
just stop that in this city, on this 
city's streets, there isn't any hope 
for global peace..." 

We hope that women from throughout 
Western Massachusetts will again 
join us this year as we stand together 
to say "NO!" to violence against women. 


Take Back the Night Pittsfield 
September 1984 
photo's by Jyl Kelley 


Thought Books and For the Record (FACES), 
Amherst; Womonfyre Books and Country 
Comfort, Northampton; Worldeye Book- 
shop, Greenfield; YWCA, Springfield; 
and Good Goods, Pittsfield. For more 
information, call (413)527~-0101 or 
586-7282. 
The Northampton Center for the Arts 
is located on the corner of New South 
Street and-Main Street; across from 
the Academy of Music. The buelding 
is completely wheelchair accessible 
with a rear entrance ramp, and the 
performance will be interpreted for 
the hearing impaired and deaf. Child- 
care can be provided with advanced 
notice. Call (413)527-O101, 
Valley Women's Martial Arts, Inc. is 
a non-profit, tax-exempt karate and 
self-defense school for women and girls. 
This promises to be an exciting and 
inspiring event. Hope to sea you there! 
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All letters to the editor present 
the views of the author only. No 
statement in any letter to the 
editor represents any official 
position of the Valley Women’s 
Voice, the Student Government 
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Stace Board of Regents. 


The Women's Caucus of the Under- 
graduate student senate needs you. 
Each week the senate deals with 
issues which affect women on campus - 
pornography, violence against women, 
funding for women's groups and re- 
sources. These issues are getting 
less support as the number of women 
in the senate decreases. Once the 
percentage of women in the senate 
was about 50%- Today it is hovering 
around 25%. The percentage of women 
who call themselves feminists and 
work to organize the women in the 
senate is less than half that number. 

Each week these women have to fight 
against the white boys in the senate 
who continue to undermine and threaten 
the rights of women, of lesbians and 
gay men, and of women and men of 
color. We need your support or if 
possible your active participation. 

Undergraduates can join the senate 
and become caucus members. If you 
have a co-senator you can attend 
senate meetings only twice a month 
and committee meetings every other 
week. Or you can just come to 
senate meetings and/or women's caucus 
meetings and offer support. Please 
remember we can also help you. If 
you have an issue or concern which 
can be furthered by the senate or 
the caucus, please let us know. We 
are here to represent ‘you. 

Grad Students, Faculty, and Staff 
if you have any ideas or skills to 
share with us, please let us know. 

We are trying to put together a 


lecture series and a workshop series - 


for our own education as well as 

for other women on campus. If you 

can help out, we'd love to hear from 

you. Writing letters to the Collegian 

is another way to show your support. 
During the school year the Senate 

meets at 7 PM on Wednesdays in CC163 

or CCl01. A representative of the 

women's caucus can be reached by 

calling the senate office, 545-0341 


Dear VWV, 

This is to Sisterdyke, who wants 
to play softball without cirrhosis. 

I'm so glad to hear from you! I've 
been playing for several years, and 
I love it, but this year I stopped 
in mid-season. I always loved the 
game ~ and I always loved to drink 
afterwards. I even switched teams 
so I could drink more. But I got 
scared, too. I joined Alcoholics 
Anonymous, and I've met and re-met 
some wonderful women. 

Lots of us like sports, and when 
we saw your letter, re started to 
talk about a sober <eam for next 
year. There may be some supportive 
teams out there, but there's room 
for another. If you're interested 
in meeting sober dykes and/or 
Playing softball - or football - 
ar anything! - call the Springfield 
AA office and ask about gay meetings 
around here. 

Or just come to any meeting 
you'll find lots of us. You're a 
really brave woman, and I can't 
wait ta meet you. Good tuck! 

A Sober Dyke 
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New Books at EWC 


The Valley Women's Voice recetres 
these books for review purposes and 
sthem in turn to the EWC. We wel- 


ave 
bese and other books. 


come reviews ant 


* 1986 Places of Interest to Nomen 
~ Travel Guide - published and 
edited by Marianne Ferrari and 
Pamela Williams, 1985 Perrari Publ,, 
PO Box 35575, Phoenix AZ 85069 
(paper, 136 pp., $6.00) 


* Moll Cutpurse - Her True Histor 
by bl TarGaTford; 1985 Firebrand — 
Books, Ithaca, NY 14850 (paper, 
219 pp., $7.95) 


Phaedra - A Novel of Ancient Athens 
by June Rachuy Brindel, 1985 St. 
Martin's Press, 175-5th Ave., 

New York NY 10010 (hardcover, 227 
pp., $14.95) 


All books available at Everywoman's 
Center Library. 


*In stock at Womonfyre Books in 
Northampton 413-586-6445. 


or the Women's Leadership Project SG 
545-0254. ‘Thank you. SEP yen? copy 
seP 
Join us! The Valley Women’s Voice needs help in the 
following areas: 
typing office staffing music/arts reviews 
reporting cartoons 
distribution to: 
Agawam Chicopee Holyoke S. Hadley 

Westfield the hilltowns and to Greenfield 

and more ... We also teach typesetting and layout skills to 

women; we are able to offer college work-study and intern- 

ship positions as well. Call the Valley Women’s Voice at 

413-545-2436 or write: c/o Everywoman’s Center, Wilder 

Hall, UMass, Amherst MA 01003. 

To submit photographs, please send to our office photos of 

as high contrast as possible; originals will be returned. 
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Classified AGS). 2002220) ee sel eet $.25/word add $2.00/col inch 
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representative. 
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hich their advertisement appears. 
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Midwifery legalized in 
Massachusetts 


In a victory for friends and 
practioners of homebirth the 
Massachusetts Supreme Court 
has ruled that Lay midwifery 
us now legal. Until August, 
1985 it has been possible to 
persecute anyone assisting at 
a birth outside of a hospital 
or legal birth center in Mass. 
for practicing medicine with-— 
out a lisence, ~thifortunatley 
the court has also ruled that 
Registered Nurses are excluded 
from this ruling. This was 

a result of a case in which 
the Mass. Board of Nursing 
brought charges of gross mis- 
conduct against Janet Leigh, 
an R.N. from the Boston area 
who is also a prominent and 
outspoken lay midwife. 


Friends of Midwives 


Spain legalizes 
limited abortion 


Ending a 40 year ban, Spain 
passed a bill allowing abortion 
to be performed in this 

largely Catholic country for 
women who's lives are endangered, 
who's physical and mental well 
being is threatened, or who may 
be carrying a deformed fetus. 


Sojourner 


Newsbriefs 


Chiquita’s lesbian 
shadow project 


On the 40th anniversary 

of the atomic bombing of 
Hiroshira and Nagaseki, 

August 6, 1945, thousands 

of americans participated 

in actions of solidarity and 
protest. Among them were 

the Chiquitas, a lesbian 
affinity group in Boston who 
participated in the Inter- 
national Shadow Project. The 
Shadow Project succeeded in 
painting 100's of human shadows 
on city streets to commemorate 
the people vaporized by the 
atomic blast 300 feet from ground 
ground zero in Hiroshima who's 
only remains were heat shadows 
on the street and bridge. 

The Chiquitas were among groups 
which, when arrested, chose to 
refuse bail on the grounds of 
solidarity with those who can— 
not afford to pay. 


Gay Community News 


No Kicks 


Women in Atami, Japan, are pro- 
testing a statue planned for that 
city that would hove shown a fic- 
tional character kicking his female 
lover. 

The statue, commissioned by the 
Atami Rotary Club to honor that 
organization's 30th anniversary, 
depicted a scene from the novel 
"The Golden Demon," in which the 
lead character becomes jealous over 
his lover's plans to marry anoti -r 
man and kicks her in anger. 

The scene was set in Atami and 
was, therefore, thought a good gift 
for the city by the club members. 
But some members of the club, along 
with feminists, complained the scene 
was too degrading to women “especi- 
ally considering that this is the 
final year of the United Nations 

Decade for Women." The sculptor 
had planned an alternative design. 
--Her Say 


Affirmative Action 
Affirmed 


There is new proof that Affirma- 
tive Action programs have been of 
ehlp to women and people of color 
according to a report released by a 
Washington research institute. 

Women's share of the U.S. job 
market increased from 34.4 percent 
to 41 percent during the 1970's, 
despite the high levels of both 
unemployment and inflation during 
that period, the report shows. 
Women saw their largest gains in 
three top white-collar categories: 
female officials and managers rose 
from 10.2 to 18.5 percent; women 
professionals from 24.6 to 37.7 
percent; and female technicians 
from 26.4 to 40.2 percent during 
the last decade. 

Blacks’ share of the job market 
rose from 10.1 to 11.6 percent 
during the same period. At the 
office-manager level, there was 
a 104 percent increase, although 
still only four percent of the 
black workers are employed in 
that level. 

The figures come to tight just 
as the U.S. Justice Department is 
asking state and local agencies 
to eliminate numerical goals 
and quotas for hiring women and 
people of color. The report by 
the Potomac Institute comes at 
a time when the Reagan Admin- 
istration is publicly question~ 
ing the methods and hoals of 
Affirmative Action programs. 

--Her Say 


Woman 
at the Wheel 


A woman is now at the wheel of 
the largest Teamsters local in the 
Rocky Mountains. Linda Gregg, a 
former forklift operator, won on her 
reform slate not once, but twice. 
When Gregg's opponent protested 
the ballot, a second vote was taken 


resulting in Gregg's election. 
Three members of her slate also won 


Places on the executive board, 
placing her firmly in control. 
--Her Say 
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NOW organizes to 
end terrorism 


The Nation Organization for 
Women is launching an emer-— 
gency nationwide mobilization 
to stop rerrorism against 
abortion clinics and family 
planning centers. The cam- 
paign will include a 24hr. hot 
line to alert local activists 
to tactics which can be used 
to protect clinic patients and 
staff, expansion of NOW'S 
successful patient escort ser- 
vices, pressure for increasesd 
law enforcement, lobbying for 
state and congressional hear- 
ings and investigations, a 
major media campaign to mobilze 
the general public to demand 
action against terrorism. 


Sojourner Magazine 


Reaching 
Back 


Three seasons of digging at a lo- 
cal shrine in Southern Italy are 
turning up long-lost information 
about an all-female religion thought 
to be among the oldest and most 
prestigious of all religious groups 
in ancient Rome. 

The religion centered on the god- 
dess Bona Dea, who was prayed to 
for help in healing, raising crops, 
childbearing, and gaining freedom 
from slavery. The goddess' most 
devoted following seems to have been 
in ancient Rome, but there is also 
evidence her following stretched 
to the area that is now Southern 
France. 

--Plexus 


HAA A AA A AA AAR A I I I A IK I IOI III CI CI OK CI I AK AK AC CH OR OK a OR a 2 aK 2K 2 ak OK a 


Local News 


Davis & McCalla 


Pop/folk singer Hunter Davis, a 
new voice in women's music, will 
perform with Deidre McCalla on 
Wednesday, September 11 at the Iron 
Horse in Northampton, Mass. 

Hunter Davis sings with an infec- 
tious enthusiasm and power. Her 
vibrant, resonant voice and acoustic 
guitar styling combine with an 
energetic stage persona that simply 
demands listening. 

Hunter combines pop, folk and R&B 
sounds with lyrics about love, inde- 
pendence, relationships and life. 
Both her music and lyrics are 
influenced by a rich North Carolina 
heritage that comes through in her 
uniquely uplifting performance style. 
Hunter Davis touches audiences with 
creativity and warmth. Don't miss 
the show! 

Singer/songwriter/guitarist Deidre 
McCalla is touring to promote her 
new release on Olivia Records, "Don't 
Doubt It." Known for the rhythmic 
undercurrents of her music and the 
poetic integrity of her lyrics, Deidre 
creates vocal textures which glide 
easily from mocha rich sweetness to 
high-energy dramatic intensity. 

For ticket information regarding 
this Clay Lady Production, call the 
Iron Horse at 413-584-0610. 


A weekend conference for gays, 
lesbians and bisexual persons from 
the greater New England region will 
be sponsored in part by the Valley 
Gay Alliance, the Lifeline Institute, 
Face to Face: A Lesbian and Gay 
Speakers Bureau of the Amherst and 
Northampton area. 

Entitled "Celebrating our Diversity 
and Unity - A Gathering in. Celebra- 
tion of Lesbians, Gay Men, and Bi- 
sexual Persons", the conference will 
include over 30 workshops on topics 
ranging from health and legal issues 
to parenting and relationships. 

There will be a wide range of 
lesbian/gay/bisexual films, presen- 
tations by speakers from the six- 
state region, craftspersons' displays, 
caucus times and times to celebrate. 
A dance will be held Saturday night 
following a catered dinner and awards 
banquet. 

The conference is wheelchair 
accessible and will be signed for 
the hearing impaired; personal care 
attendants and child care will be 
available. Limited housing will be 
arranged on a first come/first served 
basis. 

Registration is open until the first 
week of October; for information or 
to state an interest in showing craft- 
work, write to: Conference 

Box 118 
Amherst MA 
01004-0118. 

"Celebrating our Diversity and 
Unity" will take place on October 
19th and 20th at Hampshire College 
in Amherst, Mass. 


H.E.R., Inc. 


Housing and Economic Resources 
for Women, Inc. (H.E.R.) is a non- 
profit organization forming in-the 
Springfield-Holyoke area for the 
purpose of increasing the availa- 
bility of and access to housing and 
economic opportunities for al] women, 
especially those who are disadvantaged 
by economic, social, racial and cul- 
tural barriers. 

H.E.R.'s first project is an 
attempt to address the intermediate 
needs of women who have been battered 
and are attempting to make permanent 
separations from their abusers. 

Although battered women’s shelters 
provide crisis intervention and 
short-term shelter, many women find 
it difficult to obtain affordable 
housing by the end of their stay. 

For some, the obstacles to indepen- 
dent living are so overwhelming that 
they choose instead to return to an 
abusive situation. 

H.E.R. proposes to develop afford- 
able housing for these women which 
would provide access to information 
and support services, and a secure 
living environment with others from 
similar situations. 

It is hoped that this would both 
reduce the "rate of return" for 
battered women and better enable them 
to realize goals of emotional and 
economic self-sufficiency. 


For further information on the 
progress of the organization or this 
Project, write to H.E.R., P.0. Box 
6128, Holyoke MA 01041. 


[NoirobiCorference | 


| of the 
United Nations — 


Delegations from 160 Nations 
met in Nairobi, Kenya fora two 
week conference to mark the 
end of the ‘Decade for 
Women.” Reproductive rights, 
literacy, compensation for work 
and the role of women in the 
legislative process were 
amoung the issues discussed. 
Maureen Reagan, daughter of 
Ronald Reagan, was the head of 
the U.S. delegation. An inter- 
view with Candee Thompson, a 
local woman who attended the 
conference, will be in the 
October issue of the Valley 
Women’s Voice, along with 
more information on the con- 
ference itself. Any other area 
women who attended who 
would like to offer their views 
on the conference are welcome 
to call the Valley Women’s 
Voice at 545-2436 before Sep- 
tember 10th. 
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Toward a Healthier 
Perspective on Aging 


by Eileen Starzec-Pyzel 


Thank God “getting old" has now 
moved up to about 55 to 60, rather 
than the 45-50 landmark it used to 
be. We all fear old age, for dif- 
ferent reasons, and as gay people, 
we share a unique set of concerns 
about aging and combatting our own 
internalized ageism. 

Ageism is the idea that life has 
less value for the old, and that 
consequently, old people have little 
to offer to themselves and others. 
It is associated with loss of con- 
trol] of one's money, one's mind, 
one's body, looks, sexual attrac- 
tiveness and abilities. In short, 
it seems to be for many one step 
away from death. 

While the reality of death and 
disease must be dealt with, older 
lesbians and gay men can also be 
instrumental in developing a more 
positive approach to aging because 
we have the unique vantage point of 
being outside the cultural main- 
stream enough to observe and make 
impoftant changes for ourselves. 

In the heterosexual world women 
are taught that childlike and youth- 
ful looks are the only way to be 
attractive. Marilyn Monroe of the 
50's had the face of a baby in 
makeup as does Cindy Lauper of the 
80's. The only difference is that 
Marilyn was more innocently coquet- 
tish, while today's idols are more 
sexually arrogant and poised. 
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PLEASANT JOURNEY 
The Alternative in the Valley 
The Best Selection 

of Toyotas Around 


Comer of Pieasant and Conz St. 
Northampton, Me. 


(413) 586-8150 


Monday through Friday 9-6 


(Beb, John and Mark) 
Saturday 10-5 


A slender, soft, inviting body and 
face with a kind of self-assured in- 
vitingness in the eyes and posture 
have been the standard "m.o." for 
women in the heterosexual "market" 
for years. This has been carried 
to such an extreme that child porno- 
graphy ts big business and a 25% 
rate of child sexual abuse is the 
norm today. 

A woman hitting thirty today 
weathers the age better because it's 
easier to look young with makeup, 
diets and clothing than ever before, 
especially if she chooses to be 
childless. But forty is about the 
time when everyone's body eases up, 
pounds go on but not off, and we are 
faced with the true mid-life crisis 
of aging and how we feel about it. 

‘It is also a time when we begin 

to see our parents incarnated in - 
ourselves, sometimes with shock and 
disgust. For a lesbian women who 
has been heterosexual enough at some 
point to have had children, the 
dilemma may be similar to that of 
heterosexual women who have had chil- 
dren and feel devoid of sexual 
attractiveness because of changes 

in their bodies, while they are 
envious of their children for the 
prize they will never have again. 

Lesbians make tremendous efforts 
to pull away from this stereotype. 
We often cut the hair on our heads, 
let it grow on our legs, wear no 


PAINTING, Etcetera 


Interior & Exterior Painting/Staining e Wall & Ceiling 

Repairs e Floor refinishing e Wallpapering e 

Deleading/Paint Stripping * Consulting e Local 
References e Will Travel 


Joan Wilce, contractor. Box 291, Leverett, 


to 
makeup, and usually don‘t dress 
look cae, We try not to give arate 
signals to men and to make a pos ¢ 
statement about women-defined beauty. 

Sexual beauty is something that 
political lesbians seek to redefine, 
and we usually deny jnterest in 4a 
woman just for her looks because we 
believe in relating to the whole 
Petinrortunately, aging lesbians are 
caught by these politics; how can | 
at forty be "politically correct 
and admit to being dismayed to see 
rolls of fat establishing themselves 
comfortably around my middle? 

I hated my mother's asexuality 
and promised myself never to be 
like her; now I'm shocked at the 
wrinkles and the way I see myself 
--settling into an older lifestyle 
that conjures up images of the same 
woman I thought I had escaped iden- 
tifying with. 

Above all, how do I deal with the 
fact that I like my younger lover 
cute and stim because she helps me 
feel like there is still youth in 
me? 

I find myself not counting on my 
looks these days, but on the more 
important things like work, rela- 
tionships, and my children. On the 
one hand this is a great relief and 
I enjoy being more solid and being 
seen less as a sex object, but I 
still catch myself looking at the 
size 8's and finding it hard to de- 
velop an image of sexiness that 
takes weight and age into considera- 
tion. 

Our culture simply holds no role 
models of the heavier, older, sexual 
being for women. 

For many heterosexual men, loss 
of youthful looks seems much more 
secondary to the loss of career, 
power and male identity tied up with 
work in the later years. 

In the popular gay male culture, 
this seems to be reversed, and looks 


become the prime focus of the aging 
gay man. Of course there is always 
the admiration for the older man of 
a certain sort, but if he is too 
heavy, too fat, or “homely”, the 
gay man also finds himself without 
a role model to fall back on, to 
save himself from the disdain our 
culture reserves for "old hags". 

How sad this all is, that human 
value, uniqueness and inner beauty 
is so overshadowed by the culturally 
accepted model of youth, slenderness, 
and whatever type of nose is now in 


stvle. 


The qualities a person has worked 
to broaden and deepen in his or her 
life are what attract me personally. 
The courage to confront oneself with 
truth, the ability to take personal 
risks in the process of change, and 
a genuine connectedness to others 
as fellow travellers in life: these 
are rare beauties that carry with 
them an ageless vitality and vibran- 
cy. 
 eobined with sexual energy, these 
qualities make a person sexual and 
exciting to a world that has gone 
dead for far too many people. Youth 
cannot hope to possess them as long 
as the flawless but limited defini- 
tion of beauty is denied to older 
people. : 

When we are young and are forming 
goals and ideals for ourselves, it 
is important to think about what 
kind of old person we want to be. 
Without this broader perspective, 
we miss a direction in our growth 
that is extremely difficult and 
often too scary to find as we get 
older. 

While all older people fear the 
debilitating effects of disease 
and the loss of friends and contem- 
poraries to death, gay people must 
face these realities without the 
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THE HAMPSHIRE COLLEGE WOMEN’S CENTER 
LIFELINE INSTITUTE, INC. 


THE VALLEY GAY ALLIANCE 


FAGE*TO TAGE: 
A GAY AND LESBIAN SPEAKERS BUREAU 


presents 


A gathering in celebration of all 
gays, lesbians, and bisexuals. This 


Original 
and 
Still the 


MA 01054, (413) 549-7532 
Fully Insured 


conference is an opportunity to grow, 
learn, and rejoice through the 

sharing of our common experiences 

and the recognition of our diversity. 


Saturday, October 19th and Sunday, October 20th, 1985 
Hampshire College, Amherst, MA 


Lesbian/Gay Adolescents | Gay Men and Aging 
Parents of Gay/Lesbian Children Gay Men of Color 
Legal Issues Affecting Lesbian, | Lesbians of Color 


Gays, and Bisexuals Cros-Cultural Relationships 
Body Hatred and Fat Liberation ie ie arses 


Choosing Bisexual Hdentity Bisexuality: Workshop for 
Lesbian Relationships } People of all Orientations 
Lesbian Health Issues | Bisexual Men: Developing a 
Incest: Theory and Healing | Proud Identity 
New Alexandria Lesbian Library: | Gay/Lesbian/ Bisexual Educators 
First Ten Years | Can't We Be Friends? 
Unlearning Racism | Coming Our 
Aging Women } Gay Male Relationships 
Alcohol and Substance Abuse 
Anger and Violence 
Coalition Building 


Parental Burnout Ae : 

Dolitival Act 
Myths and Realities of AIDS | geurday Se ee 
My WALES. 


Safe Sex. | Banquet 
Having Children Harvest Ball 


MASSAGE THERAPY 


(413) 586-5071 
16 Center Street 
Northampton, MA 01060 


Leshians, Gavs, Bisexuals, 
and Religion 
Gay Fathers 


Now in Northampton: 
Voted Best of the Valley 
for our Selection of Fine Jewelry 


silverscape designs 


Goldsmiths ¢ Gem Gallery 
3 Pleasant St. Northampton 584-3324 
264 N. Pleasant St. Amherst 253-3324 


Please send a brochure and registration information. I’ve enclosed a stamped, 
self-addressed envelope. 
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Mail to: CONFERENCE, Box 118, Amherst, MA 01004-0118 


Dispelling Rape Myths 


by Sharon Britt 


Historically, crimes of violence 
against women occur in epidemic 
Proportions. One out of every four 
women in the U.S. will be sexually 
assaulted in her lifetime, according 
to FBI statistics. This estimate 
is conservative and does not include 
sexual abuse within marriage, such 
as marital rape. 

According to the FBI, only one 
out of ten of these crimes are re- 
ported. In many cases women do not 
report crimes, for fear they will be 
ridiculed by those they approach for 
help, or for fear they will be blamed. 

Outrageous injustices against women 
take place every day. We live in a 
society dominated by men, where by 
and large, men make the laws and carry 
them out to the extent that they see 
fit. For example, "a Fitchburg man 
charged with the raping of an eleven 
year old girl was sentenced to serve 
only six months of a ten-year prison 
term. .with the balance of the term 
suspended, 


Food For Thought 


Books 


open late in earl 
September y 


textbooks for 


many UMASS classes 


x4 
see us about 


volunteering! 


m-sat. 10-6, sun. 12-5 


Food fcr Thought Books 
67 N. Pleasant Street 
Amherst, Mass. 253-5432 


ICE CREAM’EMPORIUMS 
¢ NORTHAMPTON ° 


across from Academy of Music 


AMHERST Boltwood Walk 


"The rapist, who pled guilty to 
one count each of rape of a child 
and indecent assault and battery on 
a child, was atso given three years' 
probation, but the judge did state 
that the convicted rapist may not 
see the girl again."[Woman's Voice] 

We also bear the brunt of the myths 
around femate sexual assault. It 
is commonly believed that most 
rapists are strangers. But ina 
study done by Dr. Menachem Amir, 
48% of the rapists were known to 
the victims; the rapists ranged from 
a casual friend to a close relative. 

In a study done by the Rape Educa- 
tion and Prevention Program at Ohio 
State University, more than 60% of 
rapes are shown to be committed by 
someone the woman knows. 

Another commonly held myth is 
that most rapes occur in dark alleys 
or deserted parking lots. In 1977 
a study made by the Everywoman's 
Center, the University of Massachu- 
setts, indicated that 64% of the 
rapes for the campus occurred in 
co-ed dorms, while 22% took place 


in academic buildings. 


gentle stretching, yogic breathing, 


deep relaxation and meditation. 
Beginning and intermediate classes 
start Thursday, September 26, in 
Amherst with Jeanie Erlbaum. 


(413) 773-9744 


AL 
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llam to 7pm 
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253-7018 
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Most women are in fact assaulted 
in places generally considered "safe"’ 
such as the home. The myth that 
women are usually raped in dark alleys 
perpetuates the blame-the-victim 
attitude, inferring that the victim 
could have prevented the assault if 
she had not been out after dark and 
in areas considered unsafe. The 
reality is the victim is not respon- 
sible for the assault. 

Sexual assault is usually premedi- 
tated, a fact which challenges the 
idea that rape is an impulsive act 
arising from the uncontrollable de- 
sire of the offender. 

In addition, the victim is not 
usually selected ahead of time. 

Rape is a crime of violence. The 
victim is not foremost in the rapist's 
mind, it is the crime itself. Vic- _ 
tims of every age, shape, race and 
social class are raped. The reported 
ages of victims range from six months 
to 93 years of age. 

These facts also dispel the myth 
that the rape victim is commonly 
young and attractive and was "asking 
for it" through her appearance and 
dress. 

The major motive of rape is 
aggression. Rapists at Bridgewater 
Security Treatment Center (Massa- 
chusetts) indicated that sex was the 
chosen mode of expression rather 
than the motivating factor. 


Amherst 256-3635 


Cafe *®Restaurant®Piano Bar 
403 North Pleasant Street 


Lorraine Lipani 


therapeutic massage, guided 
relaxation, and self-care 
information. 
12 year professional; 
Northampton office: 


for appointment, phone 
(413) 665-7757 
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n often 
It is believed that inet the 
to get revenge 29) + rape 
cry rape Ise reports 0 
any In fats. t says Mary Dumas 
are extremely rare, Massachusetts 
of the University oF When rape 15 
Sensitive Crime Unit. is often a 
"falsely" reported it Fab the woman 
desperate cry for help ; 
and must be taken seriously. | 
i rewards in 
There are simply no cake af 
reporting a rape for the tin 
of prosecuting 
revenge. The process the 
a rapist is humiliating from ew 
start, and very tedious to foll 
through on. The most opr 
figures show 10-30% of all sexua 
assaults being reported, and of 
these only 202 are convicted--two 
to six percent of the actual rapes. 
Women have little reason to use a 
cry of rape as revenge, while 
"rapists have good reasons to feel 
that they can get away with it.” 
[Amir, 1971] 
We need to encourage ourselves 
to take responsibility for working 
to dispel myths, and reach out to 
educate others about the facts of 
sexual assault. The myths described 
above are only a few of those most 
prevalent in this sociezy. By not 
taking action to educate ourselves 
and others, we too perpetuate the 
myths that surround sexual assault. 
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serving til 42:30.a.m. 
major credit cards accepted 


NATURAL 
HEALING 


Shirley Sicurello, 
M.Ed., L.C.S.W. 


Individual, 
Couple, Group 
Psychotherapy 


ee 628-3990 
22 Green St. 
Northampton, MA 


new location: 


297 North Street 
(third floor) 


Pittsfield, Mass. 01201 
(413) 447-9776 


PENNYROYAL PRINTING 


Ellen Jane LaMonte, proprietor 
offset printing & graphic desiqn 


SoS 25e5e! 
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(not affillated with Pennyroyal Press of Northampton) 
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Win a free subscription to VWV 


Valley Women’s Voice will be delivered to your 
door free of charge for one year if you're the 
reader who is able to identify the greatest 
number of performers whose pictures appear 
on these two pages. 
Send entries to: Valley Women’s Voice 
c/o Everywomen’s Center 
Wilder Hall 
University of Massachusetts 
Amherst, MA 01003. 


Send entries to: Valley Women’s Voice, c/o 
Everywomen’s Center, Wilder Hall, University of 
Massachusetts, Amherst, MA 01003. 
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by Elizabeth Gordon 


September. This is the ninth 
month, marking us three quarters of 
the way through the Western calendar 
year, 1985. A month of major 
changes, September brings endings 
and beginnings. 

Students return (or arrive, if 
you're new) and begin a new aca- 
demic year. Jews observe the High 
Holidays, Rosh Hashanah and Yom 
Kippur, and with them celebrate the 
New Year 5746. The sun crosses the 
equator in a southerly direction, 
giving us the Autumnal Equinox, when 
day and night, light and darkness, 
are equal. 

This astronomical and astrological 
event signals the beginning of 
shorter, cooler days, bringing us 
finally to (dare I mention this?) 
the long cold nights of New England 
winter. 

Depending on weather conditions, 
trees will be either ablaze with 
luminbus color, or tranquil in muted 
reds, rusts and browns. The growing 
season concludes with harvest cele- 
brations, and thanks for abundant 
crops. 

The last of our summer holidays 
ushers in this active and busy month 
as we wistfully remember hot, sunny 
days spent on beaches, in sailboats, 


STRUCTURAL anp SYSTEMIC THERAPY 
WITH INDIVIDUALS, COUPLES,FAMILES 


MARGARET KIERSTEIN 


LICENSED CERTIFIED SOCIAL WORKER 
ORGANIZATIONAL CLINICAL 
CONSULTATION SUPERVISION 
Offices in Greenfield & Northampton 


SLIDING FEE SCALE = (413) 665-3716 


WRSI195.3FM 


TICKETS AVAILABLE AT: 

IRON HORSE, NORTHAMPTON 
FOR THE BECORD, AMHERST 
WORLD EYE BOOKS, GREENFIELD 
MAPLE LEAF MUSIC, BRATTLEBORO 


on horseback, playing softball, and 
reading under huge, shady, ancient 
trees. All this with a bare minimum 

of light, airy clothing, and the 
maximum exposure to warm breezes 
originating in the southerly tradewinds. 

Alas, we must not and cannot remain 
in the past. The planets seem to 
understand the difficulties of our 
transitions, and respond by giving us 
a month full of influences that are 
predominantly positive, harmonious, 
and pleasant. 

The bad news is that the first week 
contains only one of these, and it 
doesn't occur until Saturday the 7th, 
at the week's end. September lst 
through the 6th is nothing but stress, 
with Wednesday the 4th having the 
questionable distinction of being the 
worst day of the month. 

This whole week is extremely dange- 
rous for travel of all kinds, including 
walking and bicycling. The danger of 
accidents increases with Thursday and 
Friday being treacherous, indeed. 
Compounding these conditions is an 
influence of excessiveness and indul- 
gence. 

This mixture may mean a disastrous 
crisis for those who drink too much 
alcohol. There will be a great deal 
of frustration, sorrow and disappoint- 


Susan Ritter 


attorney at law 


A 16 Center Street, 
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10.50 ADVANCE 


12.00 AT THE DOOR 
Powe AP IME DOOR 


SATURDAY, 28 SEPTEMBER 1985 


8:00 P.M. 


CALVIN THEATRE 


NORTHAMPTON, MA. 


TICKETS AVAILABLE BY MAIL (NO LATER THAN SEPT. 20) 


SEND CHECK AND S.A\S.E. 


TO CLAY LADY PRODUCTIONS, 


20 CENTER ST.. NORTHAMPTON, MA. 01060 


HALL IS WeHEPLOHAIT ACCESSIBLE 


0 A I ee 


Complete Civil Practice Including 


Divorces © Adoptions © immigration 
Real Estate (buying or selling) 
Bankruptcy © Small Business Matters 


Northampton, MA 01060 


ment accompanied by cold feelings and 
flaring tempers, circumstances primed 
to send one to the bottle. 

The best thing to do is to remember 
that all those harmonious days are_ 
waiting for us on the other side; if 
we maintain the awareness that these 
first days will have an end, that 
they are only temporary, and it's best 
to avoid confrontation, depression and 
anxiety, then we will be home free 
and can settle into a fabulous weekend. 

The threat of accident is almost 
immediately neutralized by an aspect 
occuring in the early hours of Satur- 
day morning, making conditions on 
Friday night much safer than those 
preceding. 

This weekend is perfect for so many 
things! Parties and social gatherings 
will be exciting, conversation will 
range from the spiritual and mystical 
to the romantic and mysterious. 
Secrets will be revealed, and many 
of us will be magnetically and irresis- 
tably drawn to someone with whom we 
immediately fall in love. 

Relationships formed under these 
aspects will be very stimulating and 
unpredictable. Stability, however, 
will not be a strong element, so before 
you put all your vegetables in one 
basket, give this new relationship 
a few months to prove itself. If 
excitement and the unexpected are 
up your alley, this weekend will 
take you directly to the Freeway of 
Love, wind against your backs. 

On Monday the 8th, Mars enters Virgo, 
making us less impulsive and more in- 
clined to discriminate and analyze. 
Our egos relax a little as we think 
more seriously about how we can be 
ef service to others. Creativity 
will be manifest in the areas of 
Mathematics and the exact sciences, 
agriculture and craftspersonship, 
nutrition and natural healing methods. 

The next few days will provide us 


( Equity Institute, Inc. 


Sexual Harassment @ Anti-semitism 


with experiences that wil] bring out 
the most spiritual parts of ourselves. 
Ideals will guide our actions and 
selfishness will seem a thing of the 
past. Our creations will be inspired 
by a vitality that feels otherworldly. 
We think only of the other, and sex 
can be the gateway to a mystical ex- 
perience of the most genuine kind. 
Astral colors and aromas carry us 
along on a poetic magic carpet ride. 

Lunching with Alice and the White 
Rabbit is lots of fun, but your astro- 
loger is here to tell you, you'd 
better return to earth by midnight 
on Thursday the 12th. Friday the 13th 
welcomes us to the New Ioon period 
for September, and if you haven't 
retired that magic carpet of your 
own free will, a Greater Will will, 
and it will be without warning. 

Friday night is a good time to 
stay home. This, of course, is no 
guarantee that something unexnected 
and diSruptive won't happen, but 
whatever it is, it won't be while 
you're in acar, driving. While at 
home or visiting a friend, be cau- 
tious around electricity. 

The New Moon is in Virgo at 3:20 
pm DST on Saturday, September 14th. 
The Lunation is ideal for the cele- 
bration of Rosh Hashana, which lite- 
rally means head of the year, and 
Yom Kippur, the time of atonement, 
forgiveness and harmony. 

The New Moon takes place in the 
9th house of religious gatherings 
and ceremonies, and is favorably 
aspected by Saturn, a planet that 
has rulership over a religion as 
ancient as Judaism. It also rules 
tradition, and its favorable influ- 
ence tells us that partaking in 
religious tradition will be satisfying 
and beneficial. 

In the Talmud the rabbis wrote: "One 
is judged on Rosh Hashana and one's 


cont'd on page 9 


Consultation and Workshops 


on 
Racism @ Sexism © Classism 


© Employment Discrimination @ 
Equity Institute, inc., 


Box 458 
Amherst, Mass 01004 
413-256-6902 


Oliva Recording Amst 


DEIDRE McCALLA 
also HUNTER DAVIS 
Wednesday, Sept. 11 


8:30 p.m.. Iron Horse 
By donation — come suppor this new star’ 


Redwood Recording Artst 


HOLLY NEAR 


with JOHN BUCCHINO 
Co-produced with WRSI 95.3 FM 


Saturday, Sept. 28 
8:00 p.m., Calvin Theatre 
$10.50 advance. $12 00 ar the doer Tickets 


available at the tron Horse. For the Record 
World Eye Books and Maple Leaf Music 


Oliwia Recording Arust 


CRIS WILLIAMSON 
with TRET FURE 
and CARRIE BARTON 


Wednesday, Oct. 16 
7:00 and 10:00 p.m., Iron Horse 
Tickets at the Tron Horse 


RONNIE GILBERT 
OF THE WEAVERS 
with JOHN BUCCHINO 


; Co-sponsored with the 
Pioneer Valley Folklore Society 


Saturday, Oct. 26 
8:00 p.m.. Sage Hall, Smith College 


$9.00 Advance $1000 at the door Tickets 
atthe Tron Horse For the Record World Eye 
Books and) Maple Leal Music by Sep: 27 


Flying Fish Reconhing Arist 
ROBIN FLOWER 
The Best in Bluegrass 
also Canadian Folksinger, 
CONNIE KALDOR 


Sunday. Nov. 24 
7:00 and 10:00 p.m., Iron Horse 


All Shows are in Northampton, Mass. 


Feminist Forecast, cont'd. 


doom is sealed on Yom Kippur... Four 
things cross out the doom of a person: 
righteousness expressed through gifts 
of charity; prayerful supplication: 
change of name; and change of conduct a 
You will be intereste to know, espe- : 
cially since so many women reclaim 
thenselves by naming themselves, that 
the Talmud tells us that the change 

of name goes all the way back to — 
Sarah, foremother of at the Jews, 
whose name was changed by God. 

Spiritual renewal is sought 
through the acknowledgment of, and 
atonement for, transgressions against 
God and other people. The wisdom of 
Judaism is such that you will not be 
forgiven your trespasses by seeking 
forgiveness only from God, for only 
the sins against God can be forgiven 
by God. 

To be forgiven our other sins, 
those against our friends and lovers, 
children and neighbors, husbands and 
parents, against those whom we have 
slandered and harmed and injured-- 
to be forgiven these, we must go di- 
rectly and ask sincerely if they 
wish to forgive us so that we will 
be purified and inscribed in the 
Book of Life. 

The ten days from Rosh Hashana to 
Yom Kippur are known as the Days of 
Awe or repentance. The Mars/Pluto 
sextile accompanying the New Moon 
gives us the opportunity to "press 
down the self and give away the 
self" in order for deep spiritual 
renewal to take place. 

Virgo gives us the humility essen- 
tial for sincere remorse and repen- 
tance. Rosh Hashana begins this 
process of renewal on Monday, Sept. 
16, and Yom Kippur, its culmination, 
takes place on Wednesday, the 25th. 
The aspects and influences during 
these Days are filled with the spi- 
rit of love and compassion, tradi- 
tion and renewal at the deepest: 


Tevels. 


It is also during these Days that 
the Autumnal Equinox occurs, Sunday 
the 22nd, at 10:07 pm. fhe Sun 
enters the sign Libra and cur focus 
turns toward aur relationships. 

Venus becomes prominent, urging us 

toward harmony, reconciliation, and 
peace, the end purpose of the High 

Holy Days, after all. 

Tuesday the 24th, the day before 
Yom Kippur, brings a sextile between 
Venus and Plu: .. This is a powerful 
influence that will give our rela- 
tionships depth and intensity, hope- 
fully showing us the real importance 
of apologizing and seeking forgive- 
ness. Pluto is the planet of the 
highest spirituality, so allve need 
do is take advantage of the opportu- 
nity and energy. 

These processes are not easy and 
they present us with a challenge 
that, fortunately for us, can be 
helped by the planets. The purifi- 
cation and renewal of the 25th will 
result in expansion of thought in 
the spiritual realm. The 26th brings 
this expansion into our daily lives 
and regular activities, where it will 
accomplish the most good. Our comings 
and goings will be infused with a 
new sense of hope and justice, and 
things we've done before, without 
thinking, will be more rooted in our 
spiritual natures. 

The glorious Full Moon of September, 
the Harvest Moon, takes place on Satur- 
day the 28th, at 8:08 pm DST. It 
brings the spiritual atmosphere to a 
ripe and abundant fruition. The Moon 
in Aries and the Sun in Libra teach 
us the secrets of successful relation- 
ships: compromise, love, cooperation, 
affection, creativity and vitality. 

Wonderful aspects surround this Full 
Moon, with Jupiter the strongest. 

With no effort at all, we will be 
able to transform ourselves, and our 
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VALLEY WOMEN’S MARTIAL ARTS, INC. 
KARATE & SELF DEFENSE 
FOR WOMEN & GIRLS 


EASTHAMPTON, MA 01027 


Dispelling Rape Myths, Cont'd 


The struggle to end abuse of and 
violence against women and children 
is difficult and sometimes frustrating 
but it is not impossible. The 
Educator/Advacate Program of the 
Everywoman's Center at UMass/Amherst, 
is dedicated to achieving this end. 

The Educator/Advocate Program 
designs and implements educational 
activities. I organizes and pro- 
motes events that will raise communi- 
ty awareness and action for the Uni- 
versity and tri-county area, around 
issues of violence against women. 

The program is divided into four 
components: the Community Educator, 
Outreach Advocate, Community Organi- 
zer, and Research Educator. ( 

The Community Educator presents a 
variety of workshops related to 
issues of violence against women 
within the University and in the 
community, on a request basis. She 
represents the program and its goals 
to other groups or organizations, 

The Outreach Advocate serves as 
the public relations representative. 
Her responsibilities include media 
relations, interagency communica- 
tion (within the University), and 
statewide networking. Outreach 
includes recruitment for rew pro- 
gram members and soliciting requests 
from the community for educational 
programs. 

The Community Organizer keeps 
abreast of current issues and acti- 
vities. These include legislative 
Tobbying, community boycotts, rallies 
and international responses to vio~ 
lence against women. 

Updating bibliographies and stati- 
stics and gathering pertinent infor- 
mation are the responsibilities of 
the Research Educator, in additicn 
to assisting with the day-to-day 
needs of the program. 


INSTRUCTORS: 
JANET AALFS 
BETH HOLT 


BUSINESS ADDRESS: 
1 COTTAGE STREET (RTE. 141) 
EASTHAMPTON, MA 01027 
(413) 527-0101 
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White Mountain Magic 

Long, lazy days by the pool, cool nights by the crackling fire. Peace 
and privacy on 100 secluded acres. Charming guest rooms. Gracious 
common areas. Golf, tennis, canoeing, hicking, antiquing nearby. 
Make this a summer to remember. 
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LYNN ZASHIN, M.D. 


AMY JACOBSON, P.A.-C.fj 


GREENFIELD, MA 01301 
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Individuals receive 50 hours of 
training per month as wel] as one 
monthly in-service session on re- 
lated issues such as rape, battering, 
child sexual assault, sexual harass- 
ment, media violence, personal safe- 
ty awareness, etc. 

In addition, Educator/Advocates 
learn and develop useful listening 
and public speaking skills, and 
techniques for workshop development. 

In order for us to continue to 


‘provide services to the community 


and to progress further, we need 
dedicated volunteers who have time 
to commit themselves to these impor- 
tant human issues. For further in- 
formation, contact the Educator/ 
Advocate Program of the Everywoman's 
Center at 545-0883. Application 
deadline is September 16, 1985. 


Innkeepers: Judith Hall 
Grace Newman 
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Don’t wait! Send before mid- 
night tonight to: 

Valley Women’s Voice 
c/o Everywoman’s Center 
Wilder Hall, UMass 
Amherst MA 01003 
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Dear Editors: 

Please find enclosed an open letter 
to Elly Bulkin and Minnie Bruce Pratt 
written in response to a lecture they 
gave thts past spring at the Univer- 
sity of Massachusetts at Amherst. 

We feel that issues raised in this 
letter will be of interest to your 
readers because they draw attention 
to a debate that needs to go on in 
the lesbian and feminist community: 
the place of identity politics in 
our movement, 

We nope that you wil] publish it, 


Sincerely, 
Paulla Ebron 
E. Frances White 


On April 14th, we went to hear 
you discuss racism and anti-semi- 
tism in the lesbian community with 
the expectation that your experi- 
ences in working together on these 
issues would raise our consciousness. 

Instead we found ourselves both 
confused at and angered by your 
failure to break out of your own 
personal experiences--self-identi- 
fied as a southern white Christian 
Tesbian and a white Jewish lesbian 
--to talk to your diverse audience. 

We ourselves include three blacks, 
two Jews of Eastern Puropean des- 
cent, and a white gentile; all of 
us are lesbians, representing di- 
verse classes and ranging from ages 
23 to 39. 

As one of us said during the dis- 
cussion period, those of us who were 
black felt marginalized by talks 
that seemed directed at middle class 
white women. We wondered if you had 
expected our presence and what you 
had to say to us about racism and 
anti-semitism. 


47 East Street 
Hadley, MA 01035 
(413) 584-2536 
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On the one hand we felt that as 
women who have faced white racism 
all of our lives, we knew how you 
had learned your racism. (Don't 
the oppressed always know more about 
the oppressor? After all,our mothers 
worked in your kitchens.) 

On the other hand, we felt that 
the historical construction of our 
anti-semitism was so different from 
others that ignoring these differ- 
ences made our experiences invisible 
once again. 

All of us felt that you didn't 
live up to the responsibilities 
that your framework implied; we 
expected you to address the complex- 
ities of racism and anti-semitism 
in various parts of the lesbian 
community. 

We also felt that your presenta- 
tion stifled effective dialogue 
among people of color, Jews, whites 
and all working class people. We 
write you this open letter because 
some of us felt angry at and: hurt 
by your presentation and we want to 
open up a dialogue on the ways many 
feminists and lesbians choose to 
work on racism and anti-semitism. 

Both of you spoke from a perspec- 
tive that some have called “identi- 
ty politics". This approach began 
as a way for black women to create 
space for themselves in feminist 
and black movements by asserting 
their identity. It has evolved 
into a framework that recognizes 
difference but builds barriers rather 
than bridges among us: it does not 
discuss ways we learn from each other 
or ways we are connected. 

In part this problem stems from 
the assumption embedded in identi- 
ty politics that anti-semitism, 
racism and other forms of oppression 
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Feminist therapists, serving individual 
women and lesbian couples. 


Eclectic. Sliding Scale. Insurance accepted. 
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(413) 584-3847 


by appointment 


Please call for a free 
diagnostic consultation. 
| welcome your questions. 
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are attributes of people. Failing 
to move beyond the personal or indi- 
vidual level often makes it diffi- 
cult or impossible to view issues in 
a complex way. Identity politics 
denies the power of history and 
society in shaping our consciousness, 
particularly our anti-semitism and 
racism. 

How we are identified or identify 
ourselves may gain us privileges, 
and we recognize the importance of 
admitting this; but we also feel a 
responsibility to move beyond our- 
selves to take in other people's 
experiences. 

To reach beyond our privileges 
demands that we resist the tendency 
to establish ourselves as experts, 
and requires that we create forums 
where we are open to challenges. 

In a society where white culture 
dominates, spending too much time 
examining skin and class privileges 
takes away from the space and time 
for others to assert their presente. 


We expected you, Elly and Minnie 
Bruce, to have been influenced by 
your work in multi-racial coalitions 
and to have developed an analysis 
that reflects the diversity of 
these groups. For example, you 
could have talked about how you 
have been influenced by working 
with Barbara Smith. 

The definitions and assumptions 
about race and class that you used 
in your talks are disconnected from 
the diversity of daily experiences 


of the range of peoples we represent. 


Furthermore, narrow oppositions 
between white and black perpetuate 
racism by concealing the complexity 
of racial and ethnic identities and 
intermingling. Jews, for example, 
are of all races; and a black/white 
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opposition tragically dismisses 
people of color who are not black. 

While we address this letter to 
you, we hope that organizers in the 
future will take responsibility 
prior to the event and as the event 
unfolds, carefully considering d 
whether or not the event is addressing 
all members of the participating 
community. . 

We also feel that similar events 
addressing anti-semitism and racism 
could facilitate further dialogue 
in our communities and act asa 
natural context for coalition building, 
moving beyond words to action. 


La Lutta Continua, 


Paulla Ebron 
Myrna James 
Helen Moores 
Rachel Tallen 
Frances White 
Elise Young 


[Ed.note - Barbara Smith, author of 
Black Feminist Criticism, co-authored 
Yours in Struggle with Elly Bulkin 
and Minnie Bruce Pratt. The concept 
of identity politics originated in 

a 1976 statement by the Combahee 
River Collective. While the view- 
points presented here do not neces- 
arily reflect those of the Valley 
Women's Voice, we do encourage re- 
sponses from readers to this and 

any other material appearing in 

the Voice.] 
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To resolve issues of loss, conflict, anger, 
depression, need for spiritual direction 
or life change. 

Lesbian Feminist Therapist 

15 years experience in counseling 

For individuals, couples in conflict, familias 

Cost: $20.00-335.00/session (1% hours, 

sliding scale Call: 367-2087 
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Resources 


Everywoman’s Center 
at UMass, Wilder Hall 


The Everywoman’s Center was created in 1972 as a result of the 
collective efforts of several local women’s groups. Since then, we have 
grown into a multi-service organization, providing a variety of programs 
to meet the needs of women at the Five Colleges and in the local 
community. 

The Center ts especially committed to meeting the needs of low-income 
women, working women, single parents, older women, lesbians, and 
Third World women. Staff positions are created with these populations in 
mind. 

The primary goal of Everywoman’s Center is to increase resources for 
all women through skill and information sharing. We work to counteract 
the differential treatment historically and currently accorded to women by 
traditional educational, social and cultural institutions in this society. 

The barriers women experience in response to their efforts to gain 
access to, and participate fully in, traditional institutions reflect deeply 
rooted social patterns, which we are committed to change. 

We believe that our own work and organizational processes must 
necessarily influence and reflect our goals. We believe that finding non- 
oppressive ways to work ts essential in moving toward the creation of a 
world based on equality, understanding, and appreciation of diversity. 

The Everywoman’s Center has eight major areas of concern: poor 
women, Third World Women, employment counseling, violence against 
women, educational alternatives, resource and referral, personal counsel- 
ing, and public relations and outreach. 


RESOURCE AND REFERRAL  Everywoman’s Center is acommun- 
ication center for large numbers of women. We provide a safe, comfortable 
environment in which women can share information, support each other 
and work together. There is a lounge area where women can read, talk 
with other women, sit quietly, study or wait for meetings. There is always a 
resource and referral staff person available to answer calls, provide specific 
information and resources, or offer support. 

The resource room houses referral books listing professionals in medi- 
cine, law, education, and social services; survival information on housing, 
child care and jobs is available to women visiting the Center. The resource 
files contain information on a wide variety of women’s issues, in the form 
of pamphlets, articles, bibliographies, magazines and newsletters. 

Over 700 fiction, nonfiction, poetry and resource books by and about 
women are available on two-week loan. Bulletin boards post cultural 

events, women’s services, educational opportunities and much mote. 


I have been teaching these 
courses locally €or thirteen 
years. The classes offer sacred 
space for women to honor, heal 
and balance all aspects of our- 
selves: physical, mental, emo- 
tional, social/ political and spir- 
itual. Beginning and inter- 
mediate yoga classes are offered 
Spring and Fall in Amherst. 
Womancraft classes offer skills 
of psychic healing for ourselves 
and others. These classes are 
offered Winter and Summer in 
Greenfield and Northampton. 
For further information, please 
contact Jean Erlbaum, 56 
Orchard Street, Greenfield, MA 
01301. (413) po: 


Iam a nutrition consultant 
using a whole foods and lifestyle 
approach in addressing specific 
health concerns and supporting 

“the prevention of illness 
through dietary change. 

Veda Andrus RN, MS 
527-2312 
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Outdoor trips for women 
provides empowering outdoor 
experiences for women of all 
ages to re-establish their con- 
nection with the natural world. 

Led by experienced women 
outdoor professionals, the trips 
provide a fun, safe introduction 
to new outdoor adventures. 
There is also an opportunity for 
outdoorswomen to join to- 
gether to do more challenging 
trips. 

Outdoor trips for women 
offers caving, cross country ski- 
ing, backpacking, canoeing and 
women and kids trips. 

Write or call for brochure or 
information: OUTDOOR 
TRIPS FOR WOMEN, 47 But- 
terhill Road, Pelham, Ma 
01002. (413 9756-0898. 


Page 1] 


Equity Institue, Inc. is a 
national non-profit organ- 
ization based in Amherst which 
does workshops and consulta- 
tions on oppression issues: Anti- 
Semitism, racism, sexism, hete- 
rosexism, and classism. We 
offer workshops to groups on a 
sliding fee scale. In the Fall of 
1985, we are beginning a new 
program, a Training of Train- 
ers, which will teach women 
how to run workshops on social 
issues. 

Our mailing address is P.O. 
Box -458, Amherst, MA 0100-1 
Our phone is (413) 256-6902. 

© 

Through a healing massage. 
combining techniques of light 
and deep muscle massage, foot 
reflexology and visualization, 1 
can help you enjoy the expe- 
rience of relaxation and well 
being. I create a caring and sup- 
portive environment for this 
self-affirming time. Sliding 
scale. 

Deliah Rosel, M.P.H.,L.M.T., 
16 Center Street, Northampton 
(413) 586-507] 

@ 


In my therapy work during 
the last 7 years I have worked in 
community mental health cen- 
ters and in private practice. | 
have specialized in individual 
treatment of incest and abuse 
issues, as well as issues of couple 
and family relationships and 
functioning. This fall I will be 
running a women’s parenting 
group, and plan to run an incest 
survivor's group in the spring. 

My office is located in down- 
town Northampton (wheel- 
chair accessible), and I use a slid- 
ing fee scale. Some third party 
payments accepted. 

Phone: 665-3716. 
@ 
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Ageism, cont'd 


and genuine connection to peer support 
groups of various types. 

It seems that aging involves above 
all an identity switch, in which we 
must meet the challenge of who we 
want to be when we die, and work 
towards that redefined goal in our- 
selves. 


I believe that meeting that 


comforting myth tnat we will not 
be alone in old age. 

Married heterosexuals often be- 
lieve this fantasy, despite the 
50% divorce rate, and fee] cheated 
or abandoned when someone leaves 
them or dies too soon. A common 
issue in coming to terms with gay 
identity, by contrast, is letting 


go of that myth of happily-ever- 
after. 

We must be more honest about the 
prospect that we may end up alone 
with ourselves, our arthritis, and 
no one to really care about our 
passing. 

The lack of control which aging 
and dying bring to awareness is 
very difficult to really accept, 
but doing so makes us conscious of 
our choices in the present. Old- 
fashioned monogamy and lifelong 
commitment still holds out the best 
comfort against this fearful reality 
of life. 

Other ways I have seen people pre- 
pare for old age are devotion to 
children and grandchildren, dedica- 
tion to a cause bigger than ourselves, 


challenge enables us to enjoy our 
years with respect for ourselves, 
the wisdom of lives well struggled 
through, appreciation. of youthful 
others, and with the time and 
security to relax with ourselves 
and with someone who is committed 
to growing old with us. 


Eileen Starzec-Pyzel (formerly 
Grosso) is a therapist who works, 
writes and lectures from The 
Hartford Center at 326 Parker St. 
jn Manchester CT. She is a con- 
tributing author to the book, 
Lesbian Psychologies, to be 
published by Illinois Press in 
November, 1986. 
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Essex County 
Trial Set 
for Gena Spero 


A trial date has been set for Sep- 
tember 9 in the case of Gena Spero, 

a lesbian accused of murdering Gina 
Sindoni two and a half years ago in 
Haverhill, “ass. 

Competency issues and details con- 
cerning evidence are among the compli- 
cations that have delayed the case's 
coming to trial. No witnesses on 
Spero's behalf were presented at the 
pre-trial hearing, although by that 
time she had been declared mentally 
competent. 

Sindoni was found dead in the 
Haverhill apartment of Michael Costas, 
a friend of Spero's, on January 10, 
1983. Costas told police he came 


lhome from work that day, found her 


in the bathtub submerged in water, 
and called police. 

An autopsy was delayed three days 
while officials searched for a coro- 
ner available and willing to perform 
the procedure. Death was declared 
to be the result of strangulation. 

Spero was arrested as a suspect on 
January 13 at a private psychiatric 
hospital where she had been admitted 
on January 11. Spero, who has a his- 
tory of psychiatric and alcohol-re- 
lated problems, has bees subjected 
toa regimen of psychotropic drugs 
which inlude thorazine and prolixin. 


The two women had lived together 
in Northampton, Mass. prior to Sindo- 
ni‘s death; Sindoni in particular was 
well-known for her outspoken politi- 


cal activism. Ge: 
Spero, who says she is innocent of 


the murder charge, objected to her- 
treatment in a 1984 letter to GCN, 
adding, "I'm sad to say I've only 
been out 21 hours in the past two 
years." She has implied that her 
attorney, Stephen P. Colella, is 
not representing her adequately. 

Colella has said in reference to 
the drug regimen/competency problem, 
that it is essential that the jury 
"perceive her in the condition she 
was in at the time of the alleged 
crime." He does not condede that a 
murder took place. 


"The trial will get into the rela- 
tionship and sexual aspects of it 
which the papers will eat up,” Colella 
told the GCN this summer, later adding, 
"Sexual practices are an essential 
part of the [case]--they tie into 
the mode of death." 

Findings from the pre-trial hearing 
have many implications. Several 
questions and issues need to be clari- 
fied, but it remains for the trial to 
occur for the events of the day to be 
unravelled. 


--Compiled from GCN, July 20, 1985 
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Announcements 


EVERYWOMAN'S CENTER's Public Relations/ 
Outreach Program is seeking volunteers 
interested in acquiring skills in mass 


Women, Power and Cinderella - a 
workshop for women reclaiming 
power, confidence, independence - 


NEW ENGLAND ART THERAPY INSTITUTE 


Mi 
COMMITTEE FOR EQUAL RIGHTS and announces thetP tay Cae eee ee 


Reproductive Freedom (CERRF) at 
UMass/Amherst will hold a conference 


communication, public speaking, and 
making and distributing publicity 
packages, to assist in all program 
publicity and public relations, in- 
cluding producing a newsletter. Pre- 
vious experience in writing and/or 
graphic skills is desirable; training 
will be provided, and credit and refe- 
rence letters are available for this 
work. For an application and job de- 
scription see the front desk person at 


Everywoman's Center, Wilder Hall, UMass. 


LIFELINE INSTITUTE OF AMHERST, a non- 
profit agency providing psychothera- 
peutic services and educational pro- 
grams for lesbians, gays and bisexuals 
is seeking an intern who will assist 
the director in the management of the 
agency. Flexible hours and responsi- 
bilities. For more information call 


the director, Tetty Gorfine at 253-2822. 


SOJOURN is a non-profit social service 
agency which serves the needs of 
adolescent girls ages 13-21 in Hamp- 
shire County, offering counselling, 


specialized foster care, case advocacy, 


support groups, GED classes, a voca~ 
tional program and a pregnant and 
parenting teen network. Openings 

are available for the fall in the 
counselling program; SOJOURN accepts 
casework or group work majors, and is 
also seeking an intern for the Specia- 
lized Foster Care Program. Contact 
Julia Burrough at SOJOURN, 586-6807. 


WOMANSHELTER/COMPANERAS, a shelter 
in Holyoke for abused women and 
their children, needs volunteers 


geared to Western Mass. women, on 
Oct. 18-20. Workshops, theatre and 
networking time are included in the 
planning; format will strive to 
expand people's definition of re- 
productive freedom beyond abortion 
rights. To lend support, partici-+ 
pate, make a donation or find out 
more, call Beth Lait at SCERA 
(UMass), 545-0341. 


EQUITY INSTITUTE, INC. is a non- 
profit agency offering workshops 

on oppression issues to other or- 
ganizations. An exciting new project 
is beginning: a Training for Trainers 
program, teaching people how to run 
workshops on social issues: racism, 
sexism, heterosexism, classism, and 
anti-semitism. To apply, write to 
Equity Institute, Box 458, Amherst 

MA 01004; to learn more call] 256-6902. 


WOMEN'S KARATE CLASSES at Valley 
Women's Martial Arts will begin in 
October at the following times: 
Tuesday, Oct. 1, 11 am - 12:30 pm; 
Tues. & Thurs., beginning Oct. 1, 
from 6 - 7:30 pm; and Wednesday, 
Oct. 2, from 4 - 5:30 pm. Saturday 
morning kids' class in self-defense 
and karate begins Sat., Oct. 5, from 
10 - 11 am, running for six weeks. 


WATCH FOR: "Immediate Family", a 
tender and humorous theatre piece 
about a lesbian dealing with the 
end of her lover's life. 


in the workplace, in relationships 
will be Jed by Christine Ratzel. 
Saturday, Sept. 14 from 10 - 5 pm 
at 17 Kellogg St. in Amherst, 

To pre-register call 253-5626. 


NECESSITIES/NECESIDADES, an organi- 
zation offering many services to 
women and children who are abused, 
needs more safe-homes for short-term 
emergency shelter (up to 3 days). 

If able to help, please cal] 586-1125. 


FOR LOVE OF WOMEN ECONOMIC RESOURCES 
(F.L.O.W.E.R.) announces their next 
granting cycle schedule as follows: 
applications available now, are due 
Sept. 15; grant recipients will be 
notified Oct. 31. A Sunday Breakfast 
for Lesbians is in the planning, and 


“an accessible space with good kitchen 


facilities is needed, in any of the 
four Western Mass. counties. For info 
write P.O. Box 602, Northampton MA 
01061. 


EQUITY INSTITUTE, INC., a non-profit 
community agency, has just published 
a handbook on its Heterosexism/Homo- 
tors. The handbook was partially 
funded by the F.L.0.W.E.R. foundation. 
For a copy, send $1 - 2.00 to Equity 
Institute, Inc., Box 458, Amherst MA 


01004. Cassette tapes of the book are 
available for the visually impaired. 
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Experience Group,” beginnin 

and “The Therapeutic Puaecee nee is 
Creativity, and Growth,” beginning 
Oct. 19. Both courses are recommended 
for people working in human services, 
education, the humanities and creative 
arts. The Institute also offers 
supervised art therapy practicums, 
consultation, and therapy to chil- 
dren and adults integrating art and 
psychotherapy. For more information, 
call Dale Schwartz at 413-665-3249. 


AFFIRMATION/GAY AND LESBIAN MORMONS 
has chosen San Diego as the site for 
their annual national conference, 
where members discuss issues of im- 
portance to the Lesbian and Gay Mor- 
mon. For info on the Oct. 11-14 
conference write Affirmation at P.0. 
Box 80352, San Diego CA 92138. 


LEVERETT PEACE PAGODA needs people 
skilled or unskilled to work on 
construction and planning details 

of Oct. 5 Inauguration of the pagoda, 
at which a meal will be served to 
several thousand people. Call 
367-2202 or write Pagoda, 100 Cabe 
Hill Rd., Leverett MA 01054, 


FACED WITH A DRINKING PROBLEM? 
Perhaps Alcoholics Anonymous 

can help. Local gay and lesbian 
AA group is one of many area 
groups meeting regularly; call 
732-9283. for more information. 


HELP HOUSE WOMEN during the "Cele- 
brating our Unity and Diversity” 
conference,. October 19th and/or 20th. 
Women able to provide housing should- 
call Lifeline at 253-2822. 


EQUITY INSTITUTE, INC., has published 
a booklet, partially funded by Flower 
Foundation, Inc. and Resist, on its 
1984 ~ 85 Heterosexism/Homophobia 
Project for High Schcol Teachers and 


to work in the shelter doing hotline 
counselling, legal advocacy, child- 
care, and helping out with fund- 
raising and community education. 
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Bilingual/bicultural volunteers 
are especially needed. Volunteer 


For information cal] 536-1629. 


Guidance Counselors. This was a year- 
long program of workshops for educators 
in six school districts in Mass. and 
training will begin in late September. 99". i 

Equity Institute, Inc., Box 458, 
Amherst, Mass. 01004 


For a copy, send~$1.00 to 
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Calendar 


SEPT, 7 - “Access to the Arts*, day- 
long festival featuring works of 
disabled artsists and craftspeople, 
from 10 to 5 at the Bangs Community 
Center in Amherst. For information 
call Stavros, Inc. at 256-0473. 


SEPT. 8 - Lesbians of Greater Spring- 
field (LOGS) General Meeting at 11:00 
am, followed by softball game; meet 
at grandstand bleachers, Forest Park. 
Logo contest: please bring logo for 
judging (no names please). 


SEPT. 26 - Yoga for Women starts in 
Amherst with Jeanie Erlbaum. For 
more info call 413-773-9744. 


e 


Sept. 26 - Artist Ruth Adams gives 
slide presentation of her work and 
speaks from her experience as an 
older college student. 10 am at the 
Greenfield Senior Center; for details 
call the Arts Center of Franklin 
County at 413-772-6811. 


Sept. 28 - Holly Near at the Calvin 
Theatre, 8 pm in Northampton, Mass. 
Tickets available at Maple Leaf Mu- 
sic, Brattleboro; World Eye Books, 
Greenfield; For the Record, Amherst; 
Iron Horse, Northampton. Wheelchair 


accessjble, 


SEPT. 29 - Sunday night Educational 
Film Series, 7:00 pm at 97 Cloran 
St., Springfield. Film: "Children's 
Hour". $2 donation; refreshments 
available, discussion to follow. 


OCT. 27 - Lesbian Photo I.D. Show 
Commemorative portraits of Lesbians 
presented in a collaborative effort 
by the women and the artist, from 

2 to 4:30 pm at Annabelle's Space, 
3rd Floor of Thornes' Market in 
Northampton. Wheelchair access, 
all women welcome; funded by 
F.L.O.W.E.R., Inc. 


ipy Groups 


LESBIAN THERAPY GROUP now forming at 
Lifeline Institute, a non-profit or- 
ganization offering psychotherapy 

and educational programs for lesbians, 
gay and bisexual people. Sessions 
begin in October and will be held on 
Thursdays from 7:30 - 9 pm in Amherst. 
For more information, call 253-2822. 


Classifieds 


Do short-term individuat work on 
oppression issues (racism, sexism, 
antt-Semitismg classism, ableism, 
ageism or heterosexism). Supportive 
experienced counselor. Or. Joan 
‘Lester, Equity Institute, Inc. 
256-6902. 


Artists and craftspeople wanted to 
display and sell work at lesbian, 
gay and bisexuat conference antici- 
pating 600+ in attendance. Two-day 
fee $10. Send check payable to 
Lifeline Institute,to Conference, 
Box 118, Amherst MA 01004-0118 or 
call 253-2822. 


Advertisers wanted for Lifeline 
conference program; deadline Sept. 
15 for camera-ready ads beginning 
at $6. Call 253-2822. 


Office Space for rent in Amherst on 
hourly or contracted basis. Beauti- 
ful space for psychotherapist or 

other health professional. 253-2822 
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Feminist Forecast, cont'd 


philosophies and ethics. Monday the 
30th brings an influence that radiates 
the most positive energies possible, 
the Sun trine Jupiter. Abundance is 
everywhere, as it should be on this 
4Yarvest Moon. We are protected, and 
so can celebrate and be thankful. 

Good luck and favors are plentiful. 
All we need do is ask. 

The final weekend is perfect for 
festivities, drama, food, dancing, 
taking risks, and being romantic. 

If you are at a loss for something 
for which to be thankful, consider 
this month of September and how she 
brings so many new beginnings and 
changes, chances for you to grow. 

Bite into a crisp, juicy apple, 
or savor a rich butternut squash, 
while you scan the vast and beauti- 
ful night sky. Now to you I say: 
Happy New Year, and may you be written 
in the Book of Life and sealed for 
a good year. : 


ic (Be) bemeas (ae) ime (8) 27 (Coleen Ce) 
In typical fashion, Mercury retro- 
grade has created circumstances in 


which a new project must be reevaluated 


and begun again. I am referring to 
the introduction of Horary Astrology 
in August's VWV. 

The factors necessitating this 
process of going back over are the 
arrival of the student population 
this month, and the fact that many 
of the women who asked questions 
requested that they not be printed 
in the paper. 

Students ought to be fully aware 
of the nature of this kind of astro- 
logy, as well as how to ask a ques- 
tion if they so choose. And so, 
with this in mind, what follows is 
a reprint of last month's section 
on Horary Astrology. 
tele s (er gent ey he) 

Something to take your mind off 
things, maybe? Something new but 
very old? How about astrology in 
one of its most ancient forms? An 
astrology you can participate in 
through this paper. Beginning with 
the next issue, The Feminist Forecast 
will introduce Horary Astrology, the 
art of answering questions by analyzing 
a chart cast for the moment the 
question is asked. What questions? 
Whose questions? Your questions, 
and they can be about anything you 
please: money, employment, family, 
relationships, lovers, children, 
pets, career, The only requirement 


you must have is sincerity about 
your question. Horary astrology is 
not a parlor game; it is a form of 
divination and must be approached 
seriously. If not, the chart itself 
will indicate the trivial nature of 
the question. ’ 

Here are some sumple questions to 
help you determine what you might 
want to ask: Will Deborah and I 
be happy together? Should I take a 
new position or stay in the job I 
now have? Should I buy this house? 

These questions and any other 
question, including yours, can be 
answered with horary astrology. 

As you may have realized, the subject 
matter dealt with is much more mun- 
dane, more practical, than what you 
may be used to associating with 
astrology. No metaphysics here. If 
you want to know whether or not you 
should invest in so-and-so's business, 
you're not particularly interested 

in the spiritual lessons available 
to you when the business fails and 
you're out a large sum of money! 
Horary astrology is Moon oriented 
and about our daily, practical 
affairs. 

So, what do you have to do to get 
your question in the paper? First, 
think about your life and decide if 
there's a problem or issue about 
which you want to know more. If not, 
fine. Many people prefer not knowing 
what will happen. But if you are 
not one of these people and you want 
the answer to a question you have; 
think about the situation until you 
Rnovw exactly what your question is. 
Write it down aS simply and clearly 
as possible. Is Tina in love with 
me? Should I marry Tony? “Include 
a brief background explaining what 
led up to askihg the question. Put 
the question and information in an 
envelope and mail it to: 

Yalley Women's Voice 
c/o Everywoman's Center 
Wilder Hai} -~ UMASS 
Amherst, MA 01003 

Attn: Feminist Forecast 

Questions wilT be selected at ran- 
dom and one will be published in the 
paper every month, along with the 
ints dea tnteresting eee Find 

Pyar ing enough to 
Participate. We're happy to b 
to Introd i > © able 
oguce this unusual form of 
astrology and are eagerly anticipatin 
your response. Now what was that : 
you wanted to’ know about Towa?? 
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